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BENEVOLENT  ASSIMILATION.” 


Special  to  the  New  York  Times. 

Washington,  May  i. — “ One-sixth  of  the 
natives  of  Luzon  have  either  been  killed 
or  have  died  of  the  dengue  fever  in  the 
last  two  years,”  was  the  remarkable  state- 
ment of  Brigadier- General  Bell,  who  arrived  in 
Washington  to-day  direct  from  the  Philippines, 
where  he  was  in  command  of  four  departments  of 
Southern  Luzon. 

“The  loss  of  life  by  killing  alone  has  been  very 
great,”  continued  the  General,  “but  I think  that 
not  one  man  has  been  slain  except  where  his 
death  served  the  legitimate  purposes  of  war.  It 
has  been  necessary  to  adopt  what  in  other  coun- 
tries would  probably  be  thought  harsh  measures, 
for  the  Filipino  is  tricky  and  crafty  and  has  to 
be  fought  in  his  own  way. 

“One  of  my  sentinels  was  beheaded  within  150 
yards  of  my  headquarters.  His  executioner  was 
a boloman,  who  came  into  camp  disguised  as  a 
fruit  vendor.  He  had  his  bolo  hid  in  his  basket, 
and  at  the  opportune  moment  drew  it,  and  with 
one  blow  cut  off  the  sentinel’s  head. 


“ Capt.  Hand,  of  the  Forty-fifth  Infantry,  nar- 
rowly escaped  death  while  walking  along  a road 
in  Southern  Luzon.  A boloman  rose  immediately 
before  him,  as  if  from  out  of  the  earth,  and  would 
have  killed  the  captain  before  the  latter  could 
draw  a revolver,  but  a private  a short  distance 
away  blew  the  insurgent’s  head  off  with  a rifle. 

“The  Filipinos  in  my  district  were  in  the 
habit  of  stopping  the  wagons  of  natives  and  im- 
posing a tax  of  one  American  dollar  on  each  load 
of  hemp.  Frequent  complaints  were  made  to  me, 
and  one  day  I sent  Capt.  Hand  to  stop  the  prac- 
tice. He  and  six  men  concealed  themselves  in  a 
covered  wagon.  When  they  were  held  up  they 
opened  fire  on  the  insurgents,  and  five  of  them 
were  killed.  After  that  there  was  no  more  levy- 
ing of  taxes. 

“ The  insurgents  also  caused  us  much  trouble 
by  tampering  with  our  telegraph,  and  for  a while 
we  were  obliged  to  treat  every  one  outside  of  our 
lines  as  an  enemy.  If  a man  was  caught  within 
150  yards  of  a telegraph  pole  he  was  shot.  On 
one  occasion  six  Filipinos  were  found  dead  hold- 
ing to  a wire,  which  they  had  wrapped  around  a 
tree.  No  one  knew  who  shot  them,  but  their 
fate  was  sufficient  to  keep  any  of  their  comrades 
from  tampering  with  the  lines  again.” 

For  copies,  Address  Anti-Imperialist  League  of  New 
York,  150  Nassau  Street,  Room  1520,  New  York  City. 


